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Scottish Disability Equality Forum 
Leading Disability Equality in Scotland 

Consultation: Scottish Government – 
Equalities and Human Rights Committee 

Widening Access to Scottish Universities for 
Disabled People   
 
About Us 
 
Scottish Disability Equality Forum (SDEF) works for social inclusion in Scotland 
through the removal of barriers to equality and the promotion of independent living 
for people affected by disability.  
 
We are a membership organisation who represent individuals affected by disability 
and organisations and groups who share our values. Our aim is to ensure that the 
voices of people affected by disability are heard and heeded within their own 
communities and at a national and political level. 
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Question 1 
 
Tell the Scottish Government about your experience of applying to a Scottish 
university, whether you gained a place or not? What could be changed about the 
applications process to ensure equality of opportunity? 
 

- I struggled with applying to a brick university as they required 80% 
attendance. Also, the disabled facilities are mainly for many students with less 
severe disabilities. I eventually decided to apply to the Open University as 
they are more flexible. Universities need to be more flexible and be able to 
provide a mixture of brick and distance learning. They need to be able to 
adjust to the student disability needs during the session or degree; at the 
moment the student has to conform or drop out.  
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Question 2 
 
If you have studied at a Scottish University as an undergraduate, were there any 
barriers which stopped you taking full advantage of your time at university, please tell 
the Scottish Government about them? For example, think about access to extra 
curricular activities, using all the university facilities or joining in student life.  
 

- I began student life at a brick university but had to drop out due to a change in 
my disability needs. I found extra-curricular activities were geared to able-
bodied students so couldn’t participate  
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Question 3   
 
If you studied at a Scottish University did you achieve the qualification you wanted? 
If not, tell the Scottish Government why you think that was. For example, think about 
any barriers that may have held you back from achieving your full potential. 
 

- I am now finishing my degree via the Open University system and find they 
are helping me reach my full potential  
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Question 4 
 
Did studying at a Scottish University help to improve your chances of successfully 
gaining employment? Please tell the Scottish Government about your experience. 
 

- I am hoping that my degree will at least show I am capable of learning new 
things even though I have complex needs 
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Please use this page to tell the Scottish Government any other comments that 
you would like to make on this issue.  
 

- Scottish Universities prefer students to work at their pace instead of at the 
student’s pace. Disabled students have complex needs throughout the term 
and these are hard not always taken into account. If the term was flexible, 36 
weeks spread over a 45 week period, then that would allow for when a 
student is struggling with their disability. It could also be useful for students 
who are carers, have family commitments or who work. 

- I did my sign language on BSL a few years ago. The council stopped us from 
doing the second one and could not afford to pay for college as a carer. It is 
not right as we can help in many ways with our experiences. We can all help 
in so many ways and it should be recognised not to treat us as non-workers. 
They talk about Human Rights, well we don’t get ours. I lost good jobs through 
this, going back to the 1980s, as they did not help us get back to work.    


